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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
1. ^ glide head comprising: 

anN^eroayn^mic means for riding above" the 

a spinning disc; and 
a thernt^i/ 'detection means for detecting 
thermalv spikes resulting from contact 
with an asperity. 
A glide head comprising: 
an air bearing, surface; and 

first thermal transducer that is generally 
x - planar, the thermal transducer being 
riented along the air-b e aring qiirf ^ nQ 
3 . The^ head of claim 2 wherein the air 




bearing surfac 



contours . 


The glide head of claim 3 wherein the contours 
inclu\e rails oriented along the length of the glide 
head . 

The glide head of claim 3 wherein the thermal 
located on the contours . 
lide head of claim 2 wherein the thermal 
jare in electrical contact with electrically 
s extending to the top surface of the 

e glide head of claim 6 wherein conductive 
electrical contact between the thermal 
transducer ani the pads. 

8~. X The glide head of claim 6 wherein the thermal 

transduc^r\i&. in physical contact with the pads. 

rne glide head of claim 2 wherein the thermal 
transducer extends at least half of the distance between 
the front £skje of the glide head to the rear edge of the 
glide head. 



• 



10 . The glide 

transducer extends 
the slider to the r 
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of claim 2 wherein the thermal 
antially from the front edge of 
fedge of the glide head. 


11. \ The glrde^Head of claim 2 further comprising 
a secdnpl thermal transducer. 

12. " s ^e glide head of claim 11 wherein the first 
thermal transducer and the second thermal transducer 


share a common 
13 . The gli 

thermal transducer 
oriented along a 



trical ground, 
head of claim 11 wherein the first 
the second thermal transducer are 
contoured surface and the glide head 
further comprises electrically conductive strips in 
electrical contact with\the thermal transducers, the 
strips being located on avplateau on the air bearing 
surface at a different leve J\ f rom the contour. 


14\ The glide head of claim 2 further comprising 
a piezoelectric transducer. _ 


15. 

glide head 


J^n asperi 
i o^ claim 


ty 

2. 


detection system comprising a 


16. \A method of producing a glide head, the method 

mprising (^eMgAting a thermal transducer along an air 
bearing surface* of the glide head. 

1T>^_ //Tae method of claim 16 wherein the deposition 
transducer is performed onto the surface 
to slicing a plurality of glide heads 

The method of claim 16 wherein the deposition 
thermal transducer is performed onto the air 
ace after the glide head is sliced from a 




urf c 


19 . The 
surface is cont 
thermal transduce 


&d of claim 16 wherein the air bearing 
irecU prior to the deposition of the 



